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• Introductions

• Thinking about letters: scholarly, editorial, technical

• How can EMLO help you

• Showcase EMLO:

– What and Why

– The EMLO website and accreditation

– Behind the scenes (Wednesday)

– Prosopography

– Future plans

Training School: Early Modern Letters Online



What decisions/steps do you need to take in order to:

• Assess the corpus

• Record the corpus

• Analyse the corpus

• Publish the corpus

How would you approach a new body of letters?



1. Assess the corpus:

a. Determine limits:

i. what is a ‘letter’

ii. include non-letters?

iii. letters to and from, or just from? letters mentioning them?

iv. applying any limits, e.g. time or languages?

b. Determine size and location

i. how many letters? Which archives?

ii. include other letters?

iii. exhaustive or speculative sample?

2. Record the corpus:

3. Analyse the corpus:

4. Publish the corpus:



1. Assess the corpus:

a. Determine limits:

b. Determine size and location

2. Record the corpus:

a. Create data model:

i. What metadata? Basic or in-depth?

b. Decide what tool to use to calendar your corpus

i. Build your own database? Online/offline?

ii. Use your own spreadsheet? Word?

c. Transcription decisions:

i. All, some, or none? Is this or metadata your focus?

ii. What tool to use: word processing or mark-up?

iii. Transcription policy

d. Images

i. permissions

ii. labelling and matching

3. Analyse the corpus:

4. Publish the corpus:



1. Assess the corpus:

a. Determine limits:

b. Determine size and location

2. Record the corpus:

a. Create data model:

b. Decide what tool to use to calendar your corpus

c. Transcription decisions:

d. Images

3. Analyse the corpus:

a. What is made possible by #1 and #2?

b. Visualisation tools? Linguistic analysis?

c. Exploring and filtering

d. Standardised metadata!

4. Publish the corpus:



1. Assess the corpus:

a. Determine limits:

b. Determine size and location

2. Record the corpus:

a. Create data model:

b. Decide what tool to use to calendar your corpus

c. Transcription decisions:

d. Images

3. Analyse the corpus:

a. What is made possible by #1 and #2?

b. Visualisation tools? Linguistic analysis?

c. Exploring and filtering

d. Standardised metadata!

4. Publish the corpus:

a. Do you want to? When?

b. What? Metadata or letters? Other?

c. Where? Online? Print?



1. Assess the corpus:

a. Determine limits:

b. Determine size and location

2. Record the corpus:

a. Data model

b. Tool to calendar your corpus

c. Transcription decisions

d. Space for images

3. Analyse the corpus:

a. What is made possible by #1 and #2?

b. Visualisation tools? Linguistic analysis?

c. Exploring and filtering

d. Standardised metadata!

4. Publish the corpus:

a. Control when

b. What: Metadata or letters? Other?

c. Where: Online? Print?

What can EMLO help with?





EMLO Phases I-III

Phase I (2009-12): 60,000 records / 4 years
• Mostly editorial with onboard digital experiment
• EMLO designed, built and populated in Oxford
• EMLO (user interface) + EMLO-Edit (editorial toolset)

Phase II (2013-14): 40,000 records / 2 years
• Mostly digital, scholarship shapes systems development
• Designed and built in Oxford but populated collaboratively
• webform + EMLO-Collect (holding area) + catalogue pages

Phase III (2015-17): 60,000 records / 2 years
• Designed, built and populated collaboratively
• Semi-automation of data standardization + visualization



Phase II-III data

Date Number Correspondences

Dec 2014 c.20,000 Grotius, Barlaeus, Descartes, Constantijn and
Christiaan Huygens, van Leeuwenhoek,
Swammerdam

Spring 2015 c.20,000 Scaliger, Kircher, Mersenne, Brahe, Andreae,
Peiresc, Bohemian exiles, Bayle, WEMLO, de
Graffigny, Newton, Bourignon

Summer 2015 c.13,000 Pontanus, Ortelius, Dutch church in London,
Zwinger, La Beaumelle, Gray

Autumn 2015 c.13,000 Lipsius, Sloane, Isaac Vossius, Ashmole, Blotius,
Duplessis Mornay

2015–16 c.25,000 Collins, Pennant, Gronovius, Rivet, Rubens,
G.J. Vossius, Baxter, Worm





Phase II web-form: dates



Phase II web-form: people



Phase II web-form: places



Phase II prosopography: pilot projects



Data model: basic categories

genealogy

personal life

social status

personal location history

social contact

ecclesiastical activities

educational activities

professional activity

learned activities

creative work activity

Political activity



Data model: ‘educational activities’



Data model: ‘matriculation’



Inputting prosopographical data



Phase II prosopography: webform



Phase II prosopography: webform



Phase II prosopography: webform



Phase II prosopography: webform



Inputting prosopographical data: webform



Phase III: technical agenda

• Semi-automation of metadata
• Assisting editorial decisions, linking by universal identifiers

• Data manipulation
• How should we deal with duplicates/data cleaning?

• Enabling visualisation
• Not re-inventing the wheel, but facilitating use.



Phase III: Semi-automation



Phase III: Visualisation



elizabeth.williamson@history.ox.ac.uk

http://www.culturesofknowledge.org
@cofktweets | #COSTletters
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