Robin Buning
During my research stay at Oxford I made an inventory of the 647 items from the
correspondence of Isaac Vossius in the Bodleian Library. This research was part of a larger
project involving research in the University Libraries of Leiden and Amsterdam, which keep
the two largest collections of Vossius’ letters. These collections have autographs and
manuscript copies, so there was bound to be overlap, but no one had ever compared the
collections. The project aimed at bringing together in a single database all the metadata
over the disparate complete correspondence of Vossius, identifying all the individual letters
and listing per letter the shelf marks of autographs and apographs, and adding references to
published versions. I have entered the basic metadata (date, sender, recipient, their
locations, manifestations, incipit, language and related resources) of each individual letter
into Oxford’s open access union catalogue of learned correspondence, Early Modern Letters
Online (http://emlo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk). Although the Bodleian card catalogue, including 614
items from Vossius’ correspondence, had already been digitized and ingested into EMLO,
these records could not be used to compare the three collections since the Bodleian
catalogue cards and consequently the records in EMLO all lack incipits and one fourth of the
letters are not dated. By far the largest part of the collection in the Bodleian Library,
containing 558 letters, proved to be copies of autographs in the Amsterdam University
Library. A large part of the collection in the Leiden University Library consists of copies from
these same autographs. This means that there is indeed a large overlap between the Oxford
collection and the Amsterdam and Leiden collections. I further made use of the extensive
collection of library catalogues in the Bodleian Library to track down items from Vossius’
correspondence in other repositories. This resulted in the discovery of another 150-175
letters. My inventory of Vossius’ correspondence now consists of an estimated total of 1800
letters, transmitted in autograph and/or (more than one) manuscript copy and/or printed
version. They will be published with a short introduction in EMLO towards the end of 2015.
During my stay in Oxford I also provided hands-on assistance during the COST-funded
conference, Working Group meetings and training school there on 22-25 March.

